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ABSTRACT 

A new theory of all radiative corrections is developed, based on the 

characteristics ofm space. The general theory describes: the g factor ofthe electron; the 

Lamb shift; the Casimir effect and vacuum polarization. The Casimir force and quantized 

Casimir force levels are defined for the H atom. All these well known radiative corrections 

are described with the relevant m space, characterized by a function m ( r ) and its r 

derivative. Therefore quantum electrodynamics and quantum chromodynamics are no longer 

required, and all their difficulties eliminated. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

In recent papers of this series { 1 - 41 } the m theory of the radiative corrections 

has been initiated. In standard physics the well known radiative corrections are described by 

quantum electrodynamics (QED) and quantum chromodynamics (QCD) using 

renormalization and regularization. These are arbitrary procedures described by Dirac as 

removing infinities with infinities to leave something finite behind. Feynman heavily 

criticized QED by an argument based on the Landau pole, and Ryder { 1- 41} writes in 

"Quantum Field Theory" that there must be a better way of doing things. It is suggested in 

Section 2 that m theory is one method that is vastly superior to QED and QCD. Using m 

theory, the radiative corrections are described in terms ofm space, the artificial need for 

renormalization, regularization and virtual particles is completely removed. In section 3, the 

results are computed and graphed, and a method suggested for extending m theory to 

elementary particle and nuclear physics. 

This paper is a short synopsis of extensive calculations in the notes accompanying 

UFT430 on www.aias.us. Note 430(1) calculates the Lamb shift from m theory using the 

Dirac energy levels of the H atom. Note 430(2) calculates the Casimir force from theory and 

the Casimir shift in atomic hydrogen, a new concept. There should be a Casimir shift in all 

atoms and molecules. The classical Casimir force is calculated in Note 430(3). Note 430(4) 

summarizes the general m theory of the radiative corrections, and Note 430(5) gives them 

theory of vacuum polarization. 

2. m THEORY OF THE RADIATIVE CORRECTIONS 

Consider firstly them theory of the Lamb shift using the Dirac-energy levels of. 

the H atom { 1 - 41 } : 
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are the non relativistic energy levels. In this theory r is the reduced mass of electron and 

proton, e is the charge on the proton, t u is the vacuum permittivity, ~ is the reduced 

Planck constant, n is the principal quantum number, J is the total angular momentum 

quantum number and d. is the fine structure constant: 

The quantum numbers obey the rules: 
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where Sis the spin quantum number. As shown in UFT429, m theory predicts: 

~ -=- _ e t~} \] ~ .J> .u -t:l ~/ ~ .L ,0l . ~ "'-> J. '( 
"'- - I ~l{") "I ::c- . ( rr...&" ( 1 

d..~ ~l.'<; ~ 'J - -e.. 
- -

. 4-1\ ~b 
Using the non relativistic wave functions in the first approximation then Eq· ( ~ ) 

produces a Lamb shift which can be tuned precisely to the observed Lamb shift between 
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In quantum electrodynamics (QED) the Lamb shift is expressed as a change in 
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potential energy between d S and d. f . The energy level of ) S is 
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increased but the energy level of d.~ is not increased. So in QED the entire Lamb shift 

is attributed to an increase in potential energy: 
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due to zitterbewegung (electron shivering). This is further explained in Note 430(5). In m 

theory the Lamb shift is due to them space itself and is calculated as in Eq. ( b ), and the 

m function found from precise experimental measurements of the Lamb shift. The m theoiy 

is preferred because it is far simpler and eliminates renormalization and regularization from 

quantum physics and quantum field theory. 

In the Dirac theory: 
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and there is no Lamb shift in the Dirac theory because: j 
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and n and J are the same for ~ f and ~ . The m theory can also precisely explain 

the Lamb shifts between ) .$ rJ:~ and ~ ~ rf ;) and between ~ f.3{ ~ and ~ D !, f J . All these 

Lamb shifts are explained to any precision by tuning m ( {'J . This procedure removes the 

heavily criticized and ad hoc methods known as renormalization and regularization and can 

also be applied to quantum chromodynamics and nuclear and particle physics (See Section 

3). 

An m theory of the Casimir effect can be developed by considering the 



hamiltonian first defined in UFT428: 

Here p is the linear momentum and m is the mass of an electron of the H atom. The potential -
energy of attraction between electron and proton is defined by: 

[ .,._ ""-(<) 1/J t{. - ( \~) 

where U 
0 

is the Coulombic potential energy: 

In UFT427 it was shown that the force generated by m space is: 
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where ~ is the generalized Lorentz factor of m theory and where 
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It follows as in Note 430(2) that the force due to m space is: 
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in frame ( r, f ). This force goes to infinity under the condition: 

and was first discovered in UFT 41 7. 

Now define the Casimir force levels of the H atom as the expectation value: 
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So in addition to the Lamb shift there exists the Casimir shift and a spectrum of force levels. 

The force equation of quantum mechanics was introduced in UFT177. The Casimir force 

levels are computed in Section 3, initiating a new subject area of computational quantum 

mechanics. On the classical level the Casimir type force on an electron of momentum p and 



mass m 1s 

and is graphed and discussed. This is the first classical description of the Casimir type force, 

which is clearly understood as the force due to m space. 

The anomalous g factor of the electron in m theory has been developed in 

Using the first method ofUFT429, the g factor is: 
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so: 

The m ( (" ) function also be can be calculated from Eqs. ( 31.) to ( !JS ). At a given 

value ofr, m ( ( ) from Eqs. ( ~~ ) to ( "!:>5 ) will be the same as m {<}from Eq. 

( ~ b ). This point r is related to the electron radius. It can be argued that the electron 

radius is a maximum from Eqs. ( )~ ) and ( ~5 ). In the second method ofUFT429: 
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and ~ can be calculated in terms of the angular frequency ofthe electron. For 

the rest electron: 



so: 
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One of the first radiative corrections to be inferred was vacuum polarization, 

which can be thought of as the screening of a point charge by the vacuum. This was inferred 

in 1934 by Dirac and Heisenberg independently. As described in Note 430(5), vacuum 

polarization changes the Coulomb potential to: 
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Here: 



and is the fine structure constant defined in Eq. ( S ). In m theory: 
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so m theory explains vacuum polarization immediately by choosing: ( ) 
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It is seen that the Coulomb law is changed by vacuum polarization an_d m theory. 

In classical electrodynamics, vacuum polarization changes the Coulomb law to: 
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where.::_( .Jc.~ is the vacuum current density. Here !j~ the material electric field strength. 

and B the material magnetic flux density. The vacuum permeability is }.A . Eq. ( 4-d, ) 
---- . ~ Q 

can be expressed as: 
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Here_!: (~s the classical vacuum polarization and ~/t~~{lassical vacuum magnetization. 

If there is no vacuum polarization andE~
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The ECE2 field equations predict the existence of the vacuum charge density and 

the vacuum current density as: 
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where _!2~~ and B ( 4 are classical vacuum fields. This concept is similar to that used 

on the quantum level in the Bethe theory of the Lamb shift. Here: 

where the tetrad four vector is: 



and the spin connection four vector is: 
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Here ( is a characteristic length. The vacuum fields generate an energy density that can 

be compared with the energy density ofm theory. 
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